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The United States 
Rosetta Seal

The 2nd Great Seal of the 
United States is our Nations 
Rosetta Stone. The seal is a 
tool that has now provided 
more priceless information in 
giving all the lost history of 
the United States Sovereign 
identity to our lost history of 
our National Coat of Arms. 
Because this seal has 
provided such important 
information, dozens of 
National Treasures have been 
reidentified, the lost identity 
information to the unknown 
seal makers has been 
rediscovered, who’s work had 
gone unnoticed and were 
never given credit to have 
worked on all the first 
government seals from 
1777-1799. 

Today it can be said as a 
fact that this seal has 
provided some of the most 
significant historical 
information, since the 
founding of the United 
States. Giving restoration of 
the People’s National identity.

 Small Things Lost and Remembered, the 1783, 2nd 
Great Seal of the United States, rediscovered!

  The 5th US Sovereign Seal
The only proven authentic and surviving Revolutionary War Seal

Mr. Harry Kels Swan, a life 
long dedicated historical relic and 
history preservationist, founder of 
the Swan Historical Foundation 
and the National Museum of the 
American Revolution, recovered 
this seal in the early 1980’s. Where 
this National Treasure has been on 

display at the Washington 
Crossing’s State Park museum in 
Titusville, NJ. for nearly 30 years. 
The Swan Foundations newest 
board of directors member, Gary 
Gianotti rediscovered the seals 
lost history and identity over the 
last 22 months of research.

CHARLES THOMSON AUTHORIZES THE SECOND GREAT SEAL OF 1783
 The Seal was authorized to be made 

in 1783,  by Secretary of Congress, 
Charles Thomson for the American 
Foreign Affairs, Peace Commissioners, 
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and John 
Jay. The seal was sent to these 
commissioners in France, who needed a 
seal to be fixed to their official 

government documents. Still it is not 
known if this seal was fixed on the copies 
of the 1784, ratified Treaty of Paris, peace 
agreement with Great Britain. The 
British copies of the Ratified Peace Treaty 
of Paris are all missing from the British 
Archives. No original seal impression of 
this seal has been found.  
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HOW THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR CAUSED  THE SEAL TO BE LOST AND THEN FOUND?

Mr. Swan in the early 1980’s attended a girls 
school, antique fund raising show. The seal was sold 
to Mr. Swan from a Connecticut antique dealer 
attending the show. She had told Mr. Swan she 
acquired the seal in Madrid, Spain at an antique 
store.

Swan believed that this seal had to have been one 
of the many relics removed from the United States, 
Madrid Embassy when the city was under siege, 
during the Spanish Civil War that lasted from 
1936-1939. Where the US Embassy officials 
abandoned the facility, due to the war and bombing 
in the streets of Madrid. 

Two historical paintings that were definitely 
associated to the US Embassy have also been found, 
both paintings of George Washington. One located 
at the national head quarters of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, also found in an antique store 
in Madrid. The other a copy of the famous Lansdown 
painting of Washington by Gilbert Stuart. Located in 
the US Capital on display in the Rayburn Room. 

Both paintings were made by the Great Seal Seal 
engravers. Gary Gianotti, identified that the 
paintings were made by the Seal Maker, Robert 
Scott, including his seal making associates and 
apprentices. 

Of all the places the seal could have gone while 
lost, the seal by chance made its was back home to 
the state in which it was 
made, Pennsylvania. 

The Swan Historical 
Foundation, Board Members and 
Trustee’s have been working and 
relearning a lost history together. 
Over the past months in the 
efforts to share and to present, 
one of the most remarkable 

history stories rediscovered. The 
importance of how art and 
symbolism influenced the United 
States sovereignty identity, what it 
represented then and what it 
represents now. Relearning how 
this rediscovered history had 
inspired our founding fathers to 
choose these historical seal 
symbols that represent, Life, 
Liberty and the American way.  

The 1783, Great Seal is half the 
size of the an original 1782, first 
Great Seal. The Swan Historical 
Foundation has been referring to 
the seal by the name “Little 

Brother”. The seal is the only 
known dual purpose seal, known 
to have been made. The seal could 
have a handle inserted into the 
Sockel for stamping wax seals. 
Also it had a brass casing inserted 
into the seal backing, that was 
then placed on a hand press. This 
is the only known near complete 
understanding of the device 
method of how any early seals 
were pressed during the period of 
the American Revolution. The 
National Archives does not know 
how any of the the other seals 
were fixed to a press.

 ARTIST’S IN SCOTLAND AND ENGLAND INSPIRE AMERICAN ART  WORKS
Two of the Greatest 18th century artists, friends who had influenced their students, 

giving them the knowledge and skills in the making of the some of the most revered, US 
Treasures in the National Art Galleries and Museums. Sir Robert Strange, who influenced 
the Great Seal makers and Benjamin West who influenced the Great American painters.

THE 1783 GREAT SEAL OF THE UNITED STATES GOES BACK ON DISPLAY


